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Newington offers all the key elements to develop a successful 
business – a strong town government, a strong community, 
a strong chamber, appealing amenities and a strategic location. 
Consider if the Newington Chamber of Commerce is a 
perfect match for you. Contact the chamber at 171 Market Square, 
Suite 101, Newington CT 06111 or call 860-666-2089
for membership information.
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Saving people
money on
more than just
car insurance.®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and
ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through
non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Boat and PWC coverages are
underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2019. © 2019 GEICO
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Skibo ServicesSkibo ServicesSkibo Services
Auto DetailingAuto DetailingAuto Detailing

63 Stoddard Ave. Newington63 Stoddard Ave. Newington63 Stoddard Ave. Newington
860.604.9921860.604.9921860.604.9921

SERVING CT FOR OVER 3 DECADES

Brian Skibo
Master Detailer
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Fulco, DiTommaso, 
McMahon & Co., P.C.

Accounting & Auditing Services Tax Services
Estate Planning • Management Services

Computer Systems Consulting
Certified Quickbooks Advisors

860-667-0105
365 Willard Avenue, Newington

info@fdmcpa.com

2513 Berlin Turnpike, Newington
 860.666.2202
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your ad here
only $50

Must be a New Britain Network 
Group Member. One year 

agreement includes a detailed 
article about your business, 

as well as photo.

Call Today

860-225-4601

Ruth’s Chris remains symbol of fi ne dining
By KELLY BROWN
@THEBRISTOLPRESS

If it’s award-winning wines, 
seafood or steaks you’re after, 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House on 
the Berlin Turnpike is where 
you’ll find just that. They have 
been a symbol of fine dining 
for over 30 years. 

Steve Parker, General Man-
ager, says it’s the quality and 
details that set them apart. 
“Our custom 1,800 degree 
broilers sear the highest qual-
ity prime hand-cut beef which 
is then served sizzling on 500 
degree plates and drizzled 
with melted butter. The result, 
a rich, juicy steak that stays 
warm until your last bite.” 

With so many dining options today, just on the Berlin Turn-
pike alone, Ruth’s key to suc-
cess for over 30 years is con-
sistency, impeccable service 
and quality. There are plenty of 
great places to get a steak that 
can compare but to do so with 
consistently, day after day, is 
what sets this franchise apart. 

As the company’s founder, 
Ruth Fertel, is quoted as say-
ing, “If you ever had a filet this 
good, welcome back.”

Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
was founded in 1965 by single 
mother, Ruth Fertel. Strug-
gling to make ends meet with 
two teenage sons, Fertel took 

a chance on buying the Chris 
Steak House near the New 
Orleans Fair Grounds race-
track. She put everything she 
had into making the restaurant 
a success, doing everything 
from cleaning bathrooms to 
butchering 30 pound strip loins 
by hand. When a fire destroyed 
the restaurant, she relocated 
it and adjusted the name to 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House, as 
she legally had to give up the 
name to change locations. She 
opened the first franchise in 
1976.

The Newington founder, 
Bradley Elkins, was working 

as a project engineer in New 
Orleans and found himself din-
ing in the New Orleans Ruth’s 
Chris location quite often. He 
was drawn to the mouth-water-
ing sizzling steaks and irrever-
ent humor of the one and only 
Fertel. 

The two became fast friends 
and F, who had recently begun 
franchising, consistently 
encouraged Elkins to open a 
location himself which would 
enable him to spend less time 
on the road and more time 
with his family in Connecti-
cut. With no prior restaurant 
experience, he left his job and 
found local investors to help 
open New England’s first ever 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House. 
Elkins passed away in 2008 
after a courageous battle with 
lung cancer and the restaurant 
continues to thrive under the 
guidance of the second genera-
tion of the Elkins family as they 
celebrate 32 years of serving 
sizzling prime steaks.

With a business casual ambi-
ance, Ruth’s is the perfect 
location for special occasions, 
happy hour, which is Monday 
through Friday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. and Sunday from 
1 to 8 p.m., and everything in 
between. Private parties, both 
large and small, are a popular 
choice and are customized by 
the private dining manager to 

suit individual guests needs. 
Special promotions are fea-
tured throughout the year 
including the ever-popular wine 
dinners, Black Friday special 
and half priced bottled wine 
night on Mondays. Another 
great option is the Ruth’s Clas-
sics menu which offers a three 
course prix fixe selection that 
changes seasonally at a mod-
erate price

Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
can be reached at 860-666-
2202 or www.ruthschris.com. 

You can eat indoors or out-
side on their covered dining 
area, both areas offer social 
distancing and all covid-19 
safety protocols.

Contact the New Britain Herald 
at (860) 801-225-4601
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The outside of Ruth’s Chris Steak House on the Berlin Turnpike in Newington.


