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New Britain Chamber of Commerce. 
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please contact the Chamber office at 
185 Main Street, Suite 423 or call (860) 229-1665.

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

200 Stanley Street, New Britain, CT 
860.229.3755
www.downesco.com

We o� er a full range of construction related 
services from project planning and design 

phase consulting to construction.

www.fivechurchesbrewing.com
193 Arch Street, New Britain

860-223-8080

Artfully Crafted Beer & Wood Fired Pizza

12 BEERS ON TAP 
Open for indoor and outdoor dining

Peter D. L. Kern
President/Broker
NMLS# 11142
Licensed in CT & FL

Here to handle all of your
Residential Real Estate needs

860-828-5374
pkern@kernmtg.com

Company NMLS# 1827309

979 Farmington Ave.
Berlin, CT 06037

Innovative, High Quality Services 
Delivered on Time and Economically

FRANK D. MARROCCO

email: fdmcpa@portone.com

Certified Public Accountant
142 West Main St., New Britain

(860) 229-7479

Tax Planning
Tax Return Preparation
Trust & Estate
Tax and Accounting Services
Audit, Review And Compilation of
Financial Statements

75906

“Career Training for 
Youth and Young Adults”
Opportunities Industrialization 

Center of New Britain, Inc.

114 North Street • New Britain, CT 06051
Telephone: (860) 224-7151 Fax: (860) 224-8397  

www.newbritainoic.org

Christopher Godfrey
Board President

Paulette Fox                                                                                                               
Executive Director

Portofino’s
RISTORANTE

ITALIAN

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington
860-826-6374

Open 7 days a week • Lunch & Dinner

Specializing 
in Northern 
& Southern 
Cuisine

86
99

0

89 Harding St.,  Kensington • 860-829-7377
kensingtonautoservice.com

Just o�  Rts. 372 & 71; Near Rail Road Station & Dairy Queen

KENSINGTON
AUTO SERVICE LTD.

BERLIN’S #1 
AUTO REPAIR CENTER
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(Front or Rear Brakes)

NEW BRITAIN
FLOWER SHOP

Custom Floral Designs
141 Broad St., New Britain

860-832-9770
www.newbritain� owershop.com

YOUR AD HERE
ONLY $50

Must be a Chamber Member. 
One year agreement includes a 

detailed article about your
business, as well as photo.

To advertise here call Nancy at

860-658-4900

Everything’s coming up roses at New Britain Flower Shop
STAFF REPORT

 Nick Erlacher, owner of the 
New Britain Flower Shop at 141 
Broad St., is excited about a new 
venture. 

Recently he and three child-
hood friends, one of whom has 
become famous on the video-

sharing social network TikTok, 
have been cast in a reality TV 
show due out next year. 

Erlacher can’t say too much 
about it just yet other than it will 
center around his friend, TikTok 
celebrity Alanna Rondinone of 
Middletown, with Ashley Gole-
biewski, of Berlin, who is a former 
Miss Connecticut USA 2015, and 
Middletown resident Samantha 
Salasia also in the cast, and the 
New Britain Flower Shop will be 
featured. 

Meanwhile, the flower shop has 
been blossoming in the year and a 
half since he took it over. 

Erlacher said he has always 
enjoyed being around flowers. 
From a young age, he created 
flower arrangements from home. 
At age 17 the Middletown resident 
made the flower arrangements 
and bouquets for a 200-person 
wedding from his garage. 

In 2019 he bought the former 
JE Flower Shop from Evona Koziel, 
who had owned it for 12 years. 

Erlacher had previously held a 
job at Wild Wisteria in Durham, a 
role that helped him develop more 
creativity and uniqueness when 
making flower arrangements, he 
said. 

The 26-year-old is a third gen-
eration Polish American. Last 
summer, Erlacher was in Poznan, 
Poland and he went into a small 
flower shop, where he told himself 
he wanted to have his own one 
day. 

“What a better place to own it 
than in Little Poland in Connecti-
cut?” Erlacher said. 

He then started working at JE 
Flower Shop, just as the former 
owner started to think of selling 
the business. 

“After a while of working here 
we became close to each other 
and she could see my passion 
that I always loved being here, 
working with the people. I loved 
being in Little Poland and loved 
the flowers,” Erlacher said. 

Erlacher, who won Mr. Polonia 
Connecticut 2015, is now the 
youngest business owner in Little 

Poland. 
“It makes me happy to be able 

to come to a place that I love 
so much because I’m proud of 
my Polish heritage,” he said. “It 
makes me happy to be able to 
get really creative and unique 
and providing a service for some-
body’s birthday, anniversary, or 
a special happy occasion. But it 
also gives me pride to be able to 
comfort somebody in need dur-
ing a funeral and making some-
thing that’s really unique and 
beautiful to honor somebody’s 
loved one.” 

He added more merchandise 
to the shop, including gift baskets, 
memory lanterns, candles and 
other items, and renovated the 
inside and the front of the busi-
ness after taking it over, for a 
more European garden look. “I 
just want to make it look really 
pretty and make a place where 
somebody wants to come in,” he 
said. 

One of Erlacher’s long-term 
goals is to help improve the com-
munity and the look of the place 
with the purpose of drawing more 
people to visit the Little Poland 
area. 

“I’m not here to make an aver-
age rose bouquet,” he said. “We 
are here to do something out of 
the box. We always make sure 
we have standard flowers, but we 
always have something that’s cre-
ative and unique that no one else 
would have.” 

“I’ve been blessed with the sup-
port of family, friends and the local 
community,” he added. 

The New Britain Flower Shop is 
open Monday through Friday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., closed Sundays. 

For more information, call 860-
832-9770 or visit www.newbritain-
flowershop.com. 

Submitted
Nick Erlacher took over the New Brit-
ain Flower Shop a year and a half ago.
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